AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A method for providing data content to a plurality of 
platforms traveling in a plurality of satellite coverage regions, each platform including a 
mobile communications system configured for bi-directional communication with a 
ground segment via satellite link, said method comprising the steps of: 

within each of the coverage regions, multicasting data content selected for the 
region to all of the p latforms in the region via an associated ground station and satellite 
to make all of the selected data content available to each of the platforms in the region ; 
and 

as a platform leaves one of the coverage regions and enters another of the 
coverage regions, configuring the mobile communications system on the entering 
platform to receive the multicast in the coverage region being entered, said step being 
performed via the ground station associated with the coverage region being left. 

2. (original) A method in accordance with claim 1 further comprising the step of 
customizing data content for a regional multicast to relate to at least one of a platform 
provider, a geographic location and a platform destination. 

3. (original) A method in accordance with claim 1 wherein said step of 
multicasting data content comprises the step of multicasting video content. 



Serial No. 09/851,369 



Page 3 of 13 



4. (original) A method in accordance with claim 1 wherein said step of 
multicasting data content is performed within the plurality of coverage regions using a 
scheduling function. 

5. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 1 further comprising 
the step of configuring the mobile communications system on the entering platform t o 
drop packets of the multicast data content diroctod not relating to platforms othor than 
those provided by the provider of the entering platform. 

6. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 1 further comprising 
the step of configuring the mobile communications system on the entering platform to 
accept at least a portion of the multicast data content for delivery to a user on the 
entering platform. 

7. (original) A method in accordance with claim 1 wherein said step of 
configuring the mobile communications system on the entering platform comprises the 
step of transmitting changes to a forwarding table of the mobile communications 
system. 

8. (original) A method in accordance with claim 7 wherein said step of 
transmitting changes to a forwarding table is performed at satellite hand-off. 
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9. (original) A method in accordance with claim 1 further comprising the step of 
varying the data content multicasts according to coverage region. 

10. (original) A method in accordance with claim 1 wherein said step of 
multicasting data content comprises the step of refreshing at least a portion of data 
content previously received by a platform while in another coverage region. 

1 1 . (original) A method in accordance with claim 1 wherein said step of 
multicasting data content comprises the step of allowing at least a portion of data 
content previously received by a platform while in another coverage region to expire. 

12. (currently amended) A system for transmitting data content to a plurality of 
platforms traveling in a plurality of satellite coverage regions, said data content 
transmission system comprising: 

on each of the platforms, a mobile communications system configured for 
bidirectional communication with a ground segment via satellite link; 

for each of the coverage regions, an associated ground station and satellite 
configured to multicast data content [[to]] formatted for reception by all of the platforms 
in the coverage region; 

said associated ground station further configured to authorize, as a platform 
leaves the coverage region and enters another of the coverage regions, said mobile 
communications system of the leaving platform to receive the data content multicast in 
the coverage region being entered. 
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13. (original) A data content transmission system in accordance with claim 12 
wherein said mobile communications system on at least one of the platforms is 
configured to drop data content directed to platforms not provided by a provider of the at 
least one platform. 

14. (original) A data content transmission system in accordance with claim 12 
wherein, for each of the coverage regions, said associated ground station is configured 
to transmit changes to a forwarding table of said mobile communications system on a 
platform leaving the coverage region. 

15. (original) A data content transmission system in accordance with claim 12 
further comprising a network operations center configured to coordinate multicasts of 
data content by said ground stations in the plurality of coverage regions. 

16. (original) A data content transmission system in accordance with claim 12 
further comprising, for each of the coverage regions, a data content center configured to 
provide multicast data content customized for the coverage region. 

17. (original) A data content transmission system in accordance with claim 12 
wherein, for each of the coverage regions, said associated ground station and satellite 
are configured to multicast video data to users on a platform in the coverage region. 
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18. (currently amended) A method for providing data content to a user on a 
given p latform traveling in a plurality of satellite coverage regions, the platform including 
a mobile communications system configured to transmit and receive data via satellite 
link, said method comprising the steps of: 

selecting data content for each of the coverage regions; 

for each of the coverage regions, formatting the selected data content for 
reception in its entirety bv a plurality of platforms in the coverage region: 

within each of the coverage regions, multicasting, via a ground station and a 
satellite associated with the coverage region, the formatted data content to platforms in 
the coverage region : and 

authorizing the given p latform mobile communications system to receive the 
multicast in a region into which the given p latform is moving, said step being performed, 
as the given p latform leaves one of the coverage regions, via the ground station 
associated with the coverage region being left. 

19. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 18 furthor 
compris i ng tho stop of us i ng a schodul i ng funct i on to rofrosh tho data contont mu l t i casts 
i n oach of tho oovoraoo rooions. wherein formatting the selected data content 
comprises providing an indication as to whether a packet of the content is to be 
delivered to the user. 
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20. (original) A method in accordance with claim 18 wherein said step of 
authorizing the platform mobile communications system comprises the step of changing 
a forwarding table of the platform mobile communications system at satellite hand-over. 
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